Part 1. Humanity and Theology

Lesson 3: Understanding Theological Views
Lesson Summary

This lesson explores the theological contributions of Warren Wiersbe and Charles Ryrie—two respected
evangelical leaders whose approaches beautifully complemented one another. Wiersbe was pastoral and
devotional, emphasizing transformation, repentance, and practical Christian living (Rom. 12:1-2). Ryrie
was systematic and theological, emphasizing salvation by grace through faith alone, apart from works
(Eph. 2:8-9), and defending dispensational theology through literal interpretation of Scripture (2 Tim.
2:15).

Wiersbe highlighted repentance and sanctification as marks of genuine salvation (John 10:28-29), while
Ryrie warned against adding requirements beyond faith, insisting on Free Grace salvation (Rom. 3:28).
Both affirmed the Holy Spirit’s role in indwelling, empowering, and sanctifying believers (John 14:26;
Eph. 1:13-14).

Their differences—Wiersbe stressing practical transformation and Ryrie stressing doctrinal clarity—
demonstrate the value of both perspectives. Together, their teaching provides balance: heart and mind,
grace and transformation, doctrine and devotion. For men called to spiritual leadership and for all
believers seeking maturity, these two approaches model the fullness of a healthy theology—rooted in
truth and lived out in daily obedience.

Key Takeaways

e Wiersbe: Practical, pastoral focus—emphasized repentance, transformation, and sanctification
(Rom. 12:2; 1 Thess. 4:3).

e Ryrie: Theological precision—emphasized Free Grace salvation by faith alone, apart from works
(Eph. 2:8-9; Rom. 3:28).

e Both affirmed the Holy Spirit’s personhood, indwelling, and empowering work (Eph. 1:13-14;
Acts 1:8).

e Salvation: Wiersbe stressed evidence of transformation; Ryrie stressed the simplicity of grace
through faith.

e Dispensationalism: Ryrie emphasized the Israel/Church distinction and the literal interpretation
of prophecy (2 Tim. 2:15).

e Balance Needed: Wiersbe engages the heart; Ryrie grounds the mind—together they produce a
mature, balanced faith.

Questions & Answers

1. Q: What was Warren Wiersbe’s primary emphasis in teaching?
A: Transformation and practical Christian living through repentance, faith, and Spirit-led growth
(Rom. 12:2).
2. Q: What was Charles Ryrie’s emphasis regarding salvation?
A: Free Grace—salvation by faith alone in Christ alone, apart from works (Eph. 2:8-9; Rom. 3:28).
3. Q: How did Ryrie and Wiersbe differ on sanctification?
A: Wiersbe viewed transformation as evidence of genuine faith, while Ryrie distinguished initial
salvation from the ongoing process of sanctification.
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4. Q: What role did both theologians affirm for the Holy Spirit?
A: The Spirit indwells believers, empowers them for service, and guides them into holiness (John
14:26; Eph. 1:13-14).

5. Q: Why is dispensationalism central to Ryrie’s framework?
A: It helps rightly divide Scripture, distinguish Israel from the Church, and interpret prophecy
literally (2 Tim. 2:15).

6. Q: How do Wiersbe and Ryrie complement each other?
A: Wiersbe strengthens the heart through devotion and transformation, while Ryrie strengthens
the mind through clarity and doctrinal precision.

A healthy faith is both grounded in grace and lived out in transformation—uniting Ryrie’s doctrinal
clarity with Wiersbe’s practical devotion.



