Part 5. The Holy Spirit

Lesson 1: Manifestations vs. Biblical Balance
Lesson Summary

The Holy Spirit is always present in the believer’s life, not dependent on feelings or experiences (Ps.
139:7-10; John 16:13-14). Scripture shows His work as convicting, guiding, empowering, producing fruit,
and giving gifts to glorify Christ (Gal. 5:22-23; 1 Cor. 12:4-11; Acts 1:8). While the Bible records genuine
manifestations such as tongues, prophecy, healing, and boldness (Acts 2:4; Acts 4:31), these always
served God’s mission, not personal display. The danger comes when believers chase experiences over
truth, leading to disorder, emotionalism, or false manifestations (Matt. 12:39; 1 Cor. 14:33, 40). True
evidence of the Spirit is not spectacular signs but lasting fruit, Christlike character, and edification of the
Body (Gal. 5:22-23; 1 Cor. 14:12). The Spirit moves in power but never chaos, always pointing to Christ.
Maturity means seeking balance—welcoming the Spirit’s power while staying grounded in Scripture and
discernment.

Key Takeaways
e The Holy Spirit is always present, even when not felt (Ps. 139:7-10).
e His purpose is to glorify Christ and guide into truth (John 16:13-14).

e Genuine manifestations serve the gospel and the Church, not self-promotion (Acts 2:4; Acts
4:31).

e Dangers: seeking experiences over truth, disorderly displays, emotionalism (Matt. 12:39; 1 Cor.
14:33, 40).

e True evidence = fruit of the Spirit and edification of the Body (Gal. 5:22-23; 1 Cor. 14:12).
e Spiritual gifts must be exercised in order, love, and discernment (1 Cor. 14:40; 1 Thess. 5:19-21).

e A Spirit-filled life is marked by love, obedience, and Christlikeness, not just dramatic signs (John
16:14).

Questions & Answers

1. Q:lIsthe Holy Spirit’s presence dependent on our feelings?
A: No—He is always present with believers (Ps. 139:7-10; Matt. 28:20).

2. Q: What is the Spirit’s primary purpose?
A: To glorify Christ and guide us into truth (John 16:13-14).

3. Q: What are some biblical manifestations of the Spirit?
A: Tongues, prophecy, healing, miracles, bold preaching (Acts 2:4; Acts 3:6—7; Acts 4:31).

4. Q: Why are signs and wonders given?
A: To glorify God, edify the Church, and advance the gospel—not for show (1 Cor. 14:12).

5. Q: What dangers come from overemphasizing manifestations?
A: Seeking experiences over truth, disorderly worship, false signs (Matt. 12:39; 1 John 4:1).

6. Q: What is the true evidence of the Spirit’s work?
A: The fruit of the Spirit and a Christ-centered life (Gal. 5:22-23).
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7. Q: How should believers test manifestations?
A: By Scripture, order, and whether they glorify Christ (1 Thess. 5:19-21; John 16:14).

“The Spirit’s power is real, but His true mark is balance—fruit over fireworks, Christ over experience,
order over chaos.”



